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Key Trends in Logistics 

•  Global Port Issues – labor and infrastructure 
 
•  Theft & Corruption – US and abroad 
 
•  US Safety Ratings & Personal Injury Lawsuits 
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Global Port Issues - Labor  

Major strike in Q1 in Rotterdam – Europe’s largest container hub 
causing major delays throughout the country 

 

Port Strikes continue globally due to depressed economic 
conditions in most countries 
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Global Port Issues - Labor  
Port Strikes continue globally due to depressed economic 

conditions in most countries 

South Korea – truckers port strike restricted operations in Busan 
known as the gateway for Korea’s exporters has seen container 
handling go down 60% as a result 
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Global Port Issues - Labor  
Port Strikes continue globally due to depressed economic 

conditions in most countries 

Brazil – strikes in June this year in 7 ports around the country.  More 
than 50% of Brazil’s GDP is within the port’s surroundings creating 
significant impact to trade and political strife. 
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Global Port Issues - Labor  
Port Strikes continue globally due to depressed economic 

conditions in most countries 

International Longshoreman’s Union – all gulf coast and east coast US 
Ports 9/30 deadline.  Federal agencies involved.  If proceeds, retail holiday 
shopping season will be impacted, hurting national retail sales in an already 
bad economy. 
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Global Port Issues - Infrastructure 
Major port and channels around the world are preparing for 

increased trade or desperately need to. 

Panama Canal has a 3rd lane being added set for completion in 
2014 that will double its capacity.  Originally built in 1914, an 
impressive 5.25B was spent on this upgrade of 100 year old locks. 
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Global Port Issues - Infrastructure 
Major port and channels around the world are preparing for 

increased trade or desperately need to. 

Port of Rotterdam widening its channels to allow ships to pass 
each other and avoid waiting times for inbound unloading.  
Estimated completion in 2016. 
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Global Port Issues - Infrastructure 
Major port and channels around the world are preparing for 

increased trade or desperately need to. 

In Brazil freight depends on costly road haulage, few railroads or use of 
waterways.  Ports and airports are congested and huge distances to 
cross the country are a commercial concern. 
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Global Port Issues - Infrastructure 
Major port and channels around the world are preparing for 

increased trade or desperately need to. 

India – overstressed power grid and daily power loss disrupts port and 
business operations regularly.  It can take 3.5 days for a ship to unload 
and load in Indian ports compared to 8 hours in Hong Kong.  Hong Kong 
port handled 22M containers last year vs. India’s largest at 3.8M. 
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Theft & Corruption 
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Theft & Corruption - Mexico 

Cargo theft up 13% from 2011 - 881 cargo thefts recorded in 2012 Q1 & Q2 



ISHC Annual Conference – THE HEAT IS ON! 

Theft & Corruption - Mexico 

High value loads targeted – building material 2nd most popular theft 
Corrupt customs agents, trucking company employees, and drug cartels 

work together 
Most US based insurance companies will not insure cargo, trucks, or trailers 

once they enter Mexico. 
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Theft & Corruption - S America & Brazil 

Hijackings are common in Brazil, Venezuela, Argentina & Guatemala 
Southeast region of Brazil accounts for 81% of all cargo theft 
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Theft & Corruption – Brazil 
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Theft & Corruption – India 

Iron thefts are the leading thefts in this country 
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Theft & Corruption – USA 

Target high value loads – in 2011 average value was 471k per load 
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Theft & Corruption – USA 

Trend 1 – Cargo criminals steal multiple trailers at once – increasing 
their take-per-theft ratio and lowering their risk of exposure. 
 
Trend 2 – Southern California leads in the country in cargo theft with 
New Jersey in a close 2nd. 
 
Trend 3 – Identity theft of legit trucking companies is on the rise and 
the area of largest concern among shippers 
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US Safety Ratings & Personal Injury Lawsuits 

Acceptable 
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US Safety Ratings & Personal Injury Lawsuits 

Not Acceptable 
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US Safety Ratings & Personal Injury Lawsuits 

Law firms specializing in this area are popping up everywhere 
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US Safety Ratings & Personal Injury Lawsuits 

Since 2009 large judgments being awarded to victims – 5 major cases in 2012 
If a carrier hurts someone carrying your freight, you will get sued 

Use reputable carriers with good safety ratings 
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THE HEAT IS ON! 
A New World Competition 

Thank you! 


