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Richard J. Cotter – Managing Director, EVP Asset Management, Brilla Group | Principal, RJC Advisors, LLC
Mr. Cotter is a 30-year veteran and 3rd generation hospitality executive. He currently serves as Managing Director, EVP Asset Management at Brilla Group and Principal of RJC Advisors, LLC. He founded Richard J. Cotter & Associates LLC (RJC), a boutique hospitality consulting group, which subsequently merged with the Brilla Group upon moving to Florida. Since 2006, RJC worked on a wide range of projects performing restaurant and hotel preopening and launch, asset management, ground-up development, programming and analysis, brand introduction, labor assessment, and property re-positioning.

Prior to launching RJC, Mr. Cotter held executive positions in highly prestigious hotels. He was EVP of Food & Beverage and Hotel Operations of Wynn Las Vegas, where he led the opening of 2,716 Rooms and Suites, 19 restaurants and the hiring of over 7,000 staff. At Starwood Hotels and Resorts as Vice President and Managing Director of St. Regis Hotels, he launched the St. Regis brand worldwide and was responsible for the opening of the St. Regis Monarch Beach, the St. Regis Los Angeles, and the conversion of St. Regis Hotels in Beijing, China, Rome Italy, Aspen, Houston and Washington DC and operation of The St. Regis New York. Mr. Cotter was subsequently Regional VP for the Mid-Atlantic States for Starwood Hotels and Resorts where he was responsible for the opening of two hotels in Manhattan after 911 and 37 hotels from Starwood’s six brands including St. Regis, Westin, W, & Sheraton Hotels. Prior to Starwood, he worked with Brunei Investment Agency as Vice President and Managing Director, North America for the New York Palace Hotel and the Bel Air Hotel which were renovated and re-positioned during his tenure. He was also Manager of the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel and Towers and General Manager of the Beverly Hilton.

Mr. Cotter has been an advisory board member for the Center for Hospitality Research at Cornell University, Howard University in Washington DC and the Tisch Hospitality Program at New York University. He most recently served as Vice Chairmen of the Hotel Association of New York City, Board Member of NYC & Co, the Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce, and the Chamber of Commerce of Beverly Hills. He has received the Distinguished Citizen award from the Mayor of Beverly Hills, the Cardinal’s Committee of the Laity award by Cardinal O’Connor of New York and the Corporate Citizen Award from the Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce. Mr. is a graduate of the School of Hotel Administration at Cornell University.
Brilla Group is a real estate private equity firm focused on taking advantage of specific market opportunities to strategically acquire luxury beachfront hotels and resort assets in South Florida, the Caribbean, Colombia and Mexico. Brilla Group’s strategy is based on capitalizing on the current economic cycle and identifying markets that have limited supply of luxury hotels/resorts. Brilla Group serves high-net-worth and institutional investors and has acquired over the past 18 months 8 hotel investments in Mexico, Bahamas, French West Indies, and Miami Beach. Its hotel portfolio consists of the iconic Raleigh Hotel in South Beach and the Isle de France in St. Barth’s. Both properties represent the finest luxury product in their respective markets. Brilla Group is widely regarded as the premier expert in this niche market; it possess a world-class team of 20 professionals, with offices in the U.S., Mexico and Panama, with robust private equity, real estate, hospitality, and asset management capabilities.
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